[Phototherapeutic use of excimer laser].
The photorefractive excimer laser is not only able to alter the refractive power of the corneas but also suitable to treat superficial corneal pathologies. Authors performed phototherapeutic keratectomies (PTK) in 80 eyes of 77 patients. The age was on average (+/- S.D.) 49.4 +/- 22.03 years. The follow-up time varied between 3-24 months. All treatments were performed with the Aesculap Meditec MEL 60 ArF excimer laser, working in the 193 nm extreme ultraviolet-C range. Authors conclude that the best postoperative results can be achieved with PTK in cases of recurrent corneal erosions and superficial corneal opacities. Favourable outcome could be expected in treatment of infectious corneal ulcers. In cases of bullous keratopathy the subjective complaints decreased and it was successful to postpone the time of perforating keratoplasty. The PTK is not recommended in case of corneal Bowen disease and recurrent pterygia. A hyperopic shifts was observed in 2 eyes. Besides, the traditional surgical methods the phototherapeutic keratectomy is an important progress in treatment of superficial corneal pathologies. Applying the method, the recurrent erosions healed quicker, in most of the cases the transparency of the cornea could be reestablished in the pupillary area and the need for perforating keratoplasty could be postponed or avoided.